
Joseph Cunningham was born in 1898 in 
Glassdrummond, Annalong and was the son 
of Charles and Mary Cunningham.  Like many 
of his peers of the time, he le� Annalong in 
search of work, moving to Cumbria in England, 
where he worked in a Boiler Factory.

He enlisted in the Tyneside Irish Battalion of 
the Northumberland Fusiliers with two of his 
co-workers, also from Annalong, cousins, 
James McDowell from Ballyveaghmore and 
James McDowell from Mullartown.   All three 
young lads would lose their lives in The Great War. 

 
Company Sergeant Major Joseph 
Cunningham was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal.  His 
citation stated that he continually 
visited the men of his Company 
under heavy shell �re, encouraging 
them when enemy snipers were 
active; he then carried out 
successful sniper operations against 
the enemy, preventing many more 
casualties amongst his men.  His 
personal example and disregard for 
danger were an inspiration to all his 
men.

 On the 12th December 1917, at the  
 age of 21, Joseph Cunningham died  

      of wounds and is buried in the   
      London Cemetery, Neuville-Vitasse  
      in France. 
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Alexander (Sandy) Newell, was born in 
1894 to parents Jordan and Elizabeth 
Newell on the Harbour Road, Kilkeel.  
A�er emigrating to Chicago, USA, he worked 
for a time as a machinist in the Wagner 
Electric Company.  

In World War One, he joined the 
American Army, serving in France 
with the 38th Infantry Regiment.  
It was at the Second Battle of Marne 
that Alexander Newell won the 
Distinguished Service Cross, which is 
America’s second highest award.  

His citation read that he was awarded his DSC for extraordinary 
heroism in action.  Corporal Newell fearlessly led a party of men 
which captured 5 machine guns and 33 prisoners and rescued a 
Sergeant of his Company, who was 
seriously wounded, all while 
under violent artillery �re.
Alexander Newell is 
recorded 
as being killed in France 
on the 11th October 1918 
and is buried at the 
Meuse-Argonne 
American Cemetery in 
France.  
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Following The Great War, a medal was designed by 
Lady Kilmorey and distributed to all the soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and women of the Kilkeel district 
who had served during the First World War.

The engraving on the medal read ‘Kingdom 
of Mourne, presented for voluntary service, 
Great War 1914-1918.’ 

The medals were presented in a packed Kilkeel 
Courthouse on 30th December 1921 to over two 
hundred natives of the Kilkeel district who had served.  The next of 
kin of thirty six Mourne men who had made the supreme sacri�ce 
were present to receive medals on their behalf.
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Ri¢eman William Teggarty of Greencastle 
Street, Kilkeel was killed in action on the 1st 
July 1916 at the Battle of the Somme and was 
one of those posthumously awarded the 
Kingdom of Mourne Medal.  (photo le�) 

Private John Graham,  Greencastle Street, 
Kilkeel was also Killed in Action on 26th April 
1916 and was posthumously awarded the 
Kingdom of Mourne Medal.  (photo above)   


