Why are bonlires so important...

Foafres al el mast primal level provide

warmnih and they ovide light. In &

more fundamental respect they provice

et from darksess. Haoe iuman seeds
et we all maturally search for, in fact
need o sursive, The huge Bportance

fire meant bonfres were non only wsed for
warmth and light, to keep away animasls

msvdts and ook they became 3

focal point for SeCia

point for the refiglous and spiritual

Indreland the coming of Christianity

sl a fundamontal sheft in religlous

Bolief. Gone wore B days of 1ha Hre

warshippers and instead the bonfice taok
on another sign®icance. Frost dayr and

other religions holiduys wore cvlebosad

argand the boofire & e whole

Commmanity Joined together to feast and
pratse Ged, and as aod where Christianity

carvwloped in sy cosaes 1 adopled the

walsting prractises bet amriboted wew

1t sg 1o theoe

activity and a rallyvisg

Mast bomdire traditions have thelr
oexs i I".llly:‘\'. AN A‘
boadire L w sa Soewel 1o bne
SE1500 oF o welcome anothe or
persaps mere acowraiely ina
poshate T s wedversal Socce 1o
rasere that the coming seesan
would be 2 goad one. Fre-history
ongns of fires sastly became
subisumed into pagan baliefs and
rituals svoldng symbaolic

sacrifice arthe warding off of evil

Bonfire night...

Across the United Kingdom "Bonfire
night’ lhas heens celehrated for several
centuries. On e 5th Novesaber 1605
Gy Favekes was discovered under the
Heowses of Parliament. His mission kad
been to blow it up and kill King james
L the begimning of a counter

Fefor mation plot ke Ey

CORSprators were llo-h.c'w:l, rounded
up anid executed; and bonlires were it
immediately to celebrate. It has

happened every year since.

Lewes in Sussex &
egarded as the
Bonfive capital of the
world’ Each 52 of
Nevember

societics mark not just
the Guepowder Plot
bt also the burning
the stake of seventeen
ocal Prosestants
during the redgn ol
Quenn Mary The
Lewes colebennoess
consists ol 2 parace
that inchades the
dragging of barning tar
Dutrels, and the
drawing through the
streets of gy effigyes
Lter burst on the

bonlires

Lundy the Traitor...

The Shetting of the Gaten
LOCTTOmOrati 0Ny every yoar in the
Marden City see the hurming of
Lundy she Traltar ln the
coatinuabon of 3 tradition that Ix
li=t recorded s 1832 The gamt
represestation of Lundy i
coostructed In the Apprentice Boys
Memonial Hall, aad s wheeled Into
Bishop Stroee misod oo & metal

feamu hefore heing sot alight

Every Decermber o pont effigy

burnt sovdonderry and n other
centoes of Notheom feefand, Lumly
hal been the Governor of
Landomderey in 2 68689, ani
wihen the oty fell under siege by
King fames WS army, he advocated
surrendering, Thirteen Apprentice
Rows closed the City Cates foding
Lundy’s imtenbons, who then fled
the Clty under the cover ol

darkness In the pre

hicame & fgare of sbase, and his
name was sntwinned o Ulster
Protestaet 4 belog one and the

same as Trattor,

The streagth of the tradition |5 wedl
Ihestrated 1n 1915 during the First
Werkd War, Dorry Bay wis

o elrated by the Derry Battalion ol
the 10th Royal Eaniskilling Fusibers
It was the 246Lh anmiversary of the
shuating of the gates, but they felt
Ehat just becuuse they were in
Frosmon Oan's s Chey hisd t

break with tradtion

1

Signals, celebrations, demonstrations...

also he used to send o message or be a
sagmal 1o & watching friend of waiting
enemy. Armiey woukd often e
bomfires a5 a means of Comesunicating
the snminent approach of danger: One
of the most famous examples is the
fghting o cons and bontires w.

coust of England aed luter as the stricken

he Spanish Armada was sighvied, tir oIt the

wush ships neared Lreland

Celebrations were ofton marked
with Frws such as weddengs or the
visit of 2 prosmiment incwidul ur
individuals, When the first Home
Rl Bl was defeated In 1BHG the
defeat was received bw Uninnists

with delirious rejoicing, and

honfres were lit on the hills aroend F

PBelfast During the 1932 Belfast
Dutdoos Relle Strike when workers
Joined tugether th prolest ey
working conditaoes, bonfires wore

nsedd ax 3 focal poant

At the dose of the Sscoad
Waorld War bonlires were
sractod whes the Axks forces
serenderwil, used
as » focal point for the
celebrutions of Victory In
Europe Day. Huge street
parties ware hald asd che
Fires of all shagees and sizes
Were 3 mam oo of the
tremendons outporings of
jubiation for both triumph

and an eod to lhy War,
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Across the World... William Prince ol Orange... Reivers Festival...

v ot well-known traditson of boofires i Ulster can trace its roots directly to the

Revolution and the ot of personality thar sarrounded Kag William (5 The eleventd of July has been marked In

Every sogde Country in the world has a traditgon of boatires within its

Kilkeet by Hoofires foe centuries Today

Bovadarios, most ba Gt hawve dosesss if sot hundreds of wirying National and

y y - e i il ¢ e, et evems &
localised traditions Willlam 111 Prince landed at Torbay in Esgland theve is still @ bonfie, Bt events aroumd

Er Bl Ak M have changed consuderably. Kilkeel's
Apsang nocaskans In India when L ho Sl 9 )

banlires arv ervited arv during the of the Goross Revodugion, Ho had cams 'Eleventh Night' has developed into the

request of the praple to remove his father-in- Reivers Festival, oifically the largest

festival of Lohri each fanwary to

s bamnee 11 fre hat by evens on the evenmg cach year in
crdebrate the Winter Solstice, the King James t from the throge

festival of Hofd to representatively avil liberties which James had removed i Nosthern Irelind, and ane of the meet

¥ ! spcoessful tster-Scots Festivals in the
destroy the demoness Holda, and the 1104 new
Lervest fostival of Bhagali Bitw Ut b5 thw Crassmewvor K pon whaeh the UK's Country

Dutring the farmens festival Pongal, modern-gday Demmocracy i foanded

houtes are stnpped of unwanted The Rervers Pestival

nems, stacked and burst on bonfires. Aunfires were utilised to showe A . features live mussic in the

capport thronghouthis reign : " ' anernoon, massed bands,

On hearing of Willlum and ) - | P re-emacinry, parching

In Japan the Gozan 0o Okuribf seex

boadires to mark the end of the Mary’s coronation an b8 Apell ) - - - : . ] By, vintage veliclig

Buddhist O-Ban season. In Turkey h* 9 boofires wiere litall evrt By : F 4 ¥ Boass, Lambeg drums,

FidireNez Day celohiates the Ul froan Silltop o hi i ) . - 1 i 1 iving history characters

e celbbicanio e 1 1 t and Breworks; and all
awakening of ssture each 5% May with ehration, In Juse 1690 he

larpe fires. In Scotiand and elsewhicre landed 2 Carnckfergns with 15,000 men o coeder to take coomand of his Sorces cavered of (13 awn radlo

across the world New Years Eve I Irddand. Ac he maeched nto Belfast, hanfires were It smongst great 3 N T ’ sLition FUSE FM

(Hegmaaay) & marked with bonflres jabilation. The most welb-Rnmwn traditien of bonfires osorur, the eleventh . . ) ’ Estimates] cromds
= iedd with e i

2 im oelebirstion of the vidory of King Wik : : 3 g attending the Feszival

IR

ot

might Tiees, hoss s direcy ~

Lo Durm oo e aulid yeer!

anoually exceed 10,0004

the Battle nf the Boyne 1% uly 1690 e
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The largest recorded bonfire in The Batrde waas fought on the 12 Whiist the occasion has "spevad its

the world was coestructed in of faly bt changes in the wings, the trulitionsd wlinvunth

! >
2016 in Nevway, where each Christéan colendar means it was - ) night bonfire is still a fundamental

year honfires are lit to cedoliente mare appropitate jo mark it on . . partof the proceedings. The

Mid-Stummers Fve. The 2016 Nirm the T2t al July, In Semost every : g bonfire was the hegianing of and

im the tows of Alesund was decade that Tollowed there is o a2 motwvation for the Festival, and ity

constrected on 2 small man somoe reference to bonfires to . ploce i it s secure i the spectacle

made land, was over 47 metres celebrate the date, some saving that beings the might to a dose sadei

B . 3 oy W A : ) . 3 ! .
(154 foet) high and ook tree they we S nALy @ representation of the camp fires of Willlam's troops the Schomberg Society, Reivers House, 8-12 Newcastle Street, Kilkeel, Co. Down, BT34 4AF v )
; ; / .
tmoenths to b Bailt v burs nighs Dedore the Battle. As early as 1712 st ten years after his deathy, i el ©23 A7 Emellls Selieml e eeie R gmellLEsm ~ v
from the top dowa it stayed Lretand oo fires wire being BEon 45 November 30 eslebeane the birthday ol Communiry Nelations Counct .. “

alight for over two days. this cungeerisg hem
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