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MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 

MOURNE AND 

THE GREAT WAR 

This year, 2016, is the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.  Events and 

commemorations organised to mark this occasion across the Province have sparked 

much interest here in the Kingdom of Mourne as to the history of that time.  The 

Schomberg Festival Committee’s aim through this booklet is to record the impact of 

World War One and the indelible mark it has left on the Kingdom of Mourne, its peo-

ple, industries, history and traditions. 

 

The Great War as it was known lasted four years and cost the lives of 

almost 70 local men; many, many more were injured or left traumatised 

by the dreadful horrors witnessed in the trenches of Western Europe, 

on other battlefields across the world, and on the high seas.  The 

Schomberg Festival Committee hope that this booklet will be used as 

an educational and historical resource for future generations to help 

better inform local folk, especially our schools, youth groups and 

community organisations, as to the importance of remembering the 

great sacrifices made on our behalf by local men and women during 

The Great War. 

 

We are very grateful to all of those who helped and contributed to the 

production of this ‘Mourne and The Great War’ booklet, especially the 

pupils and staff of Kilkeel High School who carried out extensive 

research, author Quincey Dougan and the Heritage Lottery Fund who 

made this project possible.  We hope that it gives a better insight into 

the life and times of Mourne during that period known as The Great 

War, the War that was to end all Wars. 

A FOREWORD FROM THE SCHOMBERG FESTIVAL COMMITTEE... 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning 

We Will Remember Them 

                            Schomberg Festival Committee
Reivers House, 8-12 Newcastle Street, Kilkeel, Co. Down, BT34 4AF 
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THE KINGDOM OF MOURNE 

The Kingdom of Mourne expanse of south 
County Down is a place known the world over 
as an area of outstanding beauty. Its mountains, 
plant-life and wildlife all combine to create one 
of the most picturesque areas of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, if not the world. Its 
‘capital’ of Kilkeel, and various outlying towns, 
villages and hamlets such as Annalong and 
Ballymartin, add even more character with their 
vibrant fishing industry and welcoming inhabitants ever attentive to the needs of 
tourists and visitors. 

The history of Mourne however is much more than just that of a scenic traveller resort 
and centre of marine commerce. The presence of ancient monuments mark the wider 
area as being a settlement back in the distant and unknown past, and the centuries that 
followed have seen it and its residents involved in all the major landmark events of Irish 
and British history, not least because as a coastal population centre it had a strong naval 
military tradition.  

THE HOME RULE CAMPAIGN 

During the late 19th and early 20th Century, 
Mourne, like the rest of Ireland, was highly 
exercised over the issue of the possible 
imposition of Home Rule. Its marginally 
majority Protestant population was adamant 
that Home Rule would be an unacceptable 
imposition, and had deep fears of the 
economic implications and civil / religious 
implications of being administered over by a 
Dublin-based and Catholic-dominated 
parliament. In contrast, Mourne Catholics 
were attracted to the concept of Home Rule 
both in a romantic capacity that Ireland was a 
‘nation’ and should govern herself, and in the 
belief that without the interference of Great 
Britain they would prosper financially.  

A view of Kilkeel 1917 

A postcard depicting the romantic 
Ireland aspect of Home Rule 
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ULSTER VOLUNTEERS 

When the Edward Carson inspired 
militant anti-Home Rule movement 
emerged, Mourne Unionists were at the 
forefront. The creation of the Ulster 
Volunteer Force as a bulwark against 
Home-Rule was enthusiastically 
embraced locally. In its very early stages 
in October 1913 the Kilkeel District 
was subdivided into the eight localities 
of Kilkeel Town, Ballinran, 

Derryogue, Brackney, Cranfield, Maghereagh, Ballymageough and Glenloughan; with a 
total of 352 men. Annalong boasted a further 105 men and Ballymartin another 105. 
These early numbers would increase considerably over the twelve months that followed. 
 
Eventually the Kilkeel contingent of the Ulster Volunteers would become a ‘Half-
Battalion’ of the 2nd Battalion of the South Down Regiment of Ulster Volunteers, with 
the men making up first just its I Company, and as it developed later becoming its L, M, 
N and O Companies. Eventually the Mourne Half-Battalion was given the status as a 
Battalion in its own right, when on the 15th August 1914 UVF Order 97 assigned the 
'Mourne Half Battalion' of the 2nd Battalion ‘South Down’ Regiment U.V.F., as a new 
‘4th’ Battalion. The last official return (tally of membership for UVF Headquarters) for 
the 4th Battalion listed it as being under the command of the Earl of Kilmorey and of 
having 484 Volunteers within its ranks. Alongside, the Annalong and Ballymartin 
Companies of U.V.F. worked as part of the 1st South Down Battalion of Volunteers, 
who had its headquarters centred in Newcastle. 

MOBILISATION 

Throughout the months of the spring and summer of 
1914, the Kilkeel, Annalong and Ballymartin units of 
the Ulster Volunteers were mobilising on a regular 
basis at training, route marches, church services and 
rallies. Despite being under the auspices of separate 
formations, on several occasions all of the Mourne 
Volunteers mobilised together. On Easter Monday 
1914 a field day was held at Mourne Park Kilkeel that 
included the Annalong and Ballymartin Companies 
taking part in field exercises with the Kilkeel 
Companies.  
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The exercises included mock warfare, 

with the 1st Battalion Commander 

Magill attending and viewing the abilities 

of the Companies under his charge in an 

observer capacity. Just a few weeks later 

Annalong Presbyterian Church hosted a 

Volunteer Service, with the Kilkeel 

Volunteers marching to Ballymartin 

where they all joined together and made 

their way to the venue. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR IRELAND 

Within Irish Nationalism, Mourne was considerably 
behind its Unionist counterpart in organising militarily. 
The Irish Volunteers had only been officially formed in 
November 1913, arguably over a year behind its Unionist 
counter-parts, and it took many more months to gather 
pace in South Down. Eventually however a Mourne 
Battalion of Irish Volunteers came into existence, and 
although its exact membership figure is unknown it had 
without doubt at least the equal of the membership of 
the Mourne U.V.F. 

Soon it was mimicking the Ulster 
Volunteers with rallies and route 
marches. On Sunday 2nd August, 
the Kilkeel, Greencastle, Grange 
and Attical contingents of the Irish 
Volunteers marched through the 
town out the Newcastle Road, 
where being met by the Ballymartin 
and Glassdrummond men they 
made their way back through the 
town for a meeting. Headed by a 
brass band, and noted as having the 
local Roman Catholic Clergy in 
their ranks, the Newry Telegraph 
estimated that between 600 and 700 
people were on parade. The parade 
was both unarmed and lacking in 
other military accoutrements such 
as bandoliers or belts. 

Kilkeel Ulster 
Volunteers being inspected 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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A PRESENTATION 

TENSIONS 

WAR 

Just the next day the largest Ulster Volunteer 
gathering to be held during the Home Rule 
Crisis in the Mournes took place. At Mourne 
Park a mass gathering was held to present the 
left half of the 2nd Battalion South Down 
Regiment with a Kings-Colour. Captain James 
Craig M.P was in attendance as was 
Commander of the 2nd Battalion Captain 
Roger Hall of Narrow Water Castle. The Lord 
Bishop of Down and Connor dedicated the 
colours saying ‘I dedicate these colours to the 

glory of God and for the service of King and Country, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen’. Lady Kilmorey passed the flag to the Volunteers, and in 
a short address stated, ‘I am proud to present to you this day this 
flag, which stands for freedom and loyalty to our king. Into your 
hands and safe keeping I give it, knowing you are to be trusted. 
Let the knowledge that you are part of the greatest empire in the 
world give weight to your right arms and firmness to your 
hearts’.  

The Mourne Irish and Mourne Ulster Volunteers 
were becoming more and more active, and with 
that the prospect of confrontation was becoming 
further likely. A believed attack by Irish Volunteers 
on a sentry at the Mourne Park UVF HQ on 
Thursday 30th July created a mobilisation of the 
Kilkeel Ulster Volunteers, exacerbating the 
situation further. Added to by the gatherings on 
the 2nd and 3rd of August, there is no doubt that 
increasing tensions were focusing local Unionists 
and Nationalists alike towards a conclusion that 
conflict locally was inevitable.  

On the 4th of August 1914, just like the rest of 
Ireland, the atmosphere in the Mourne District 
changed. The announcement that the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was now at 
war, indeed they ‘all’ were now at War 
together, gave an opportunity for both sides to 
take a step back from a ‘brink’ without losing face. 

Lady Kilmorey presents the Colour 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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IMMEDIATE EFFECTS 

The impact of this new War was felt 
instantly. All of those local men 
belonging to the Naval Reserve were 
actually recalled to service on the evening 
of Monday 3rd August, indeed several 
Ulster Volunteers who had been 
marching to Mourne Park for the 
unveiling of their colours that day 
received telegrams while on route 
ordering them to head immediately to 
their respective stations. Commander of the Mourne Ulster Volunteers Captain 
Viscount Newry and Mourne, himself a reserve Officer, left for London following the 
colours presentation.  

Kilkeel’s two banks instantaneously closed upon the 
announcement of War and remained so for two days, 
causing considerable difficulty for local shop keepers, with 
the Newry Telegraph remarking of the closure that ‘such are 
the fortunes of war’. Wider uncertainty of events ahead 
initially caused stockpiling of groceries and the prices of 
many everyday items rose immediately, with concern 
expressed that supplies of sugar and flour were particularly 
low in Kilkeel. 

A positive counter to the increased costs of 
some goods came for local farmers as the 
needs of an army at war were manifest. The 
wide scale purchasing of horses for the Army 
took place at public sales in Kilkeel and 
Annalong, the purchasing being carried out by Major Nugent J.P of Ballyedmond on 
behalf of the British Government. Paranoia was expressed in a much more surreal 
fashion when it was reported on August 6th that the R.I.C. had begun to patrol and 
guard the Silent Valley Water Supply to both Kilkeel and Belfast, it being stated as 
coming from good authority that German spies had been seen in the locale!  

Within a week the war situation had entered every 
aspect of local life. On Sunday 9th of August each 
Church in the Mourne District was recorded as 
offering up prayers for peace, while that evening a 
united prayer meeting was held in Kilkeel Parish 
Church. At the fortnightly meeting of the Kilkeel 
Technical School board in mid-August, the board 
unanimously agreed to write to the Northern 
Military District based in Belfast, offering 30 beds 
in the infirm wards of the workhouse for the use 
of the authorities for wounded soldiers.  Kilkeel Parish Church 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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TO ENLIST? 

COMFORTS AND FUNDRAISERS 

The first noises about fresh recruitment 
of soldiers came just six days after the 
outbreak of War when Captain Roger 
Hall and the Right Hon. Earl of 
Kilmorey attended a drill meeting of the Kilkeel contingent of the Ulster Volunteers. 
The meeting in Kilkeel UVF Drill Hall was said to be attended more poorly than usual 
because of inclement weather, but those who did attend were called on by Hall and 
Kilmorey to commit themselves to service. The majority were recorded as signing up 
for service in Ulster, but few at this stage were willing to commit themselves to Foreign 
Service. For Kilkeel Unionists, like many of their counterparts across Ulster, the threat 
of the implementation of Home Rule was enough to engender a reluctance to enlist. For 
local Irish Nationalism support for the war effort while strong, was similarly not strong 
enough for any pronouncements from its leaders to encourage enlistment.  

Doubts surrounding enlistment had no bearing on fund-
raising for various war related charities however, and 
soon a steady stream of concerts began. The first was at 
the beginning of September when on two 
consecutive nights what was described as a concert of 
‘grand miscellaneous entertainment’ in Kilkeel 
Courthouse took place in aid of the National Relief 
Fund. Opening with the National Anthem, proceedings 
included a short ‘farce’ (humourous drama sketch), with 
one of the characters played by a local name that would 
later be on the lips of 
Mourne natives in 
connection with the war 
for more sombre reasons. 
The part of a Lieutenant 
in the Royal Navy, Harry 
Beecham, being played 
by one Hayden Floyd.  

A Grand Concert in 
Mourne Lecture Hall for 
the Soldiers and Sailors 
Fund upped the ante in 
terms of fundraising 
performers when it was  
regaled with the violin 
stylings    of  

Market Square Kilkeel 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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Mademoiselle Violette Valentine of the Italian Opera Company and Royal Hippodrome 
London. Mademoiselle Valentine had been on a tour of Ireland upon the outbreak of 
War, and donated her services in the name of ‘sweet charity’. The Soldiers and Sailors 
Families Association featured heavily again in the local press at the beginning of 
October, when the Countess of Kilmorey made 
the rather audacious request ‘Would those who 
have hitherto supported the above association 
kindly double their contribution this year on 
account of the great distress caused by the war’! 

The diversity of pro-war events on the home front 
was also illustrated when Mourne Lecture Hall held 
a presentation at the end of March entitled 
‘Belgium, as she was and is now’. Illustrated by lantern views, the talk by Mr Irvine of 
the British and Foreign Sailors Society attracted a large attendance. 

The well-being of soldiers and sailors was never far from the 
fore of the minds of Mourne folk and even in June 1915 still 
was at the top of the agenda on several fronts. A depot for 
egg collection for wounded soldiers and sailors for the 
Mourne District was established in The Square, Greencastle 
Street, Kilkeel (formerly Mrs Talbot’s Temperance Hotel), 
where contributions were welcomed every Wednesday. 
Simultaneously a committee was formed to gather vegetables 

and fruit for the North Sea Fleet. Under Chairman B. R. Le Fanu and Secretary S. B. 
Matier, parcels of food were despatched every Wednesday, and locals told that a small 
quantity weekly is more valuable than one large lot. In the words of the committee ‘we 
can never repay the debt we owe to the gallant men of the navy, who by their ceaseless 
vigil on the danger strewn waters are maintaining us in comparative peace and quiet’. 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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    THE COST OF WAR 

THE FIRST CASUALTIES 

A CHANGE OF HEART 

One of the first sounds heard locally of a more ‘real’ consequence of 
war was the announcement in the Newry Telegraph of September 
12th 1914 that the son of the Earl of Kilmorey was missing. 

Lieutenant the Honourable Francis Edward Needam of the Grenadier Guards, second 
son of the Earl, had travelled to France with the first wave of British troops. He was 
later reported being found having been injured and in a hospital at Neuilly France, but 
the Mournes had a small taste in the papers that war was about more than just support 
on the home front.  

While people were reading of Lieutenant Needam, in the days to follow the first deaths 
of ‘Sons of Mourne’ would come on the Battlefields. Private Christopher Fitzgibbon of 
Kilkeel, serving with the 1st Battalion Connaught Rangers, had already lost his life from 
heatstroke on route to France from his station in India on the 17th August 1914; but it 
was September 14th that delivered two deaths ‘in action’. On that date Able Seaman 
Samuel Robinson, a petty officer in the Australian Navy, and Private Patrick Rogers of 
1st Battalion Irish Guards both would die. Private Rogers, believed to have been a 
Ballymartin native, was killed in the operations that followed the Retreat from Mons; 
whilst Able Seaman Samuel Robinson was from Moneydarragh. 

By this stage the reluctance of Ulster Volunteers to enlist had been tempered by 
Edward Carson’s famous announcement that ‘England’s difficulty is not Ulster’s 
opportunity. However we are treated, and however others act, let us act rightly. We do 
not seek to purchase terms by selling our 
patriotism’. The first organised enlisting 
of Ulster Volunteers came following an 
address delivered to Kilkeel Volunteers 
in the Lecture hall by the now 
commanding officer of the South Down 
4th Battalion ‘Mourne’ Ulster Volunteers 
the Earl of Kilmorey. By the 12th of 
September it was recorded that a large 
number of men from the Battalion had 
enlisted, including the commander and 
two half company commanders of the 
Kilkeel No.3 Company. Already at the 
front was the former Commander the 
Viscount Newry and Mourne, the 
former Battalion Adjutant and the 
instructors of the Ballinran and Mourne 
Park Companies.  



11 

 

 

FAREWELL 

On the evening of Friday 18th September a social was 
held by the Kilkeel UVF to bid farewell to the new 
recruits, with at one point of the function over 30 men 
who had enlisted ascending a platform to be greeted with 
rousing cheering, and presented with ‘useful articles’ by 
the now captain of the Kilkeel Companies Mr E. 
McGonigle. The following day the men made their way 
to Narrow Water Castle for a medical examination, with 
two men being refused because of defective eyesight. On 
Monday 21st they left Kilkeel, bound for Clandeboye 
Camp for training.  

The local contingents of Irish Volunteers remained 
active but made no similar public movement to join the 
colours in an organisational capacity. A large parade of 
the Upper Mourne sections from Massforth Chapel to 
Glassdrummond through Kilkeel at the end of August 
was followed at the end of September by a full parade of 

the Mourne Battalion. 
The occasion was 
notable for the carrying of arms, for the presence of a 
mounted guard to its front and rear, and for its 
officers being uniformed. The body marched through 
Kilkeel and took part in military manoeuvres in a local 
field. Gatherings continued into October when the 
Upper Mourne Companies held another armed 
parade, this time assembling in a large field owned by 
Mr John Jeremiah JP, Lurganconnery.   

The Mourne Irish Volunteers had by this time 
experienced the same schisms as the rest of the 
organisation in Ireland, with a small breakaway faction 
pursuing a staunch anti-British sentiment (the faction 
playing a core role in the Dublin Rebellion of 1916), 
whilst the larger rump of the organisation took the 
name Irish National Volunteers and remaining loyal to 
John Redmond and his pro-war and pro-enlistment 
position. Despite this stance mass enlistment via the 
ranks of the Mourne INV did not materialise, indeed 
fears that being active in the INV might lead to forced 
enlistment resulted in low turnouts from volunteers at 
weekly drills and an almost complete cessation of 
public activity.  

HOME FRONT POLITICS 
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SERGEANT MAJOR PATRICK CUNNINGHAM 

WELCOME LEAVE 

THE RALLIES BEGIN 

Some Mourne Irish Nationalists had enlisted and would continue 
to enlist, but in what appears to primarily be a personal capacity 
as opposed as a reaction to calls from local leaders. Patrick 
Cunningham of Harbour Road, Kilkeel, enlisted into the 7th 
Leinster Regiment, where he rose to the rank of Sergeant Major. 
The 7th Leinster’s took part on the attack at Guillemont on the 
Somme in September 1916, where within massive casualties, 
Patrick suffered from shell shock. Sergeant Major Cunningham lost his life on the 21st 
March 1918 during the final major German offensive of the War. 

In December a contingent of the local men serving 
at Clandeboye were permitted home for the 
Christmas Holidays. It was revealed at this time that 
the entire 1st eleven of the Kilkeel Football Club 
had enlisted, nine serving with the Royal Irish Rifles 
and two with the North Irish Horse. The men were 

reported as being eager to ‘have a go’ at the German Hun, and one newspaper remarked 
that the next game for the boys would probably be in the great ‘International match’ 
currently ongoing in France and Belgium. 

The first major recruitment rally in the 
Mournes did not come until March 1915, with 
it surprisingly not being the Royal Irish Rifles 
(the traditional County Down Regiment) 
behind it, but the 110th unit of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps. The two day four venue 
tour of South Down began on Sunday 7th 
March when they left Newry at 1.30pm, 
stopping in Warrenpoint to attend Church 
before leaving for Kilkeel where they spent 
the night. On Monday they left for Annalong, 
continuing on to Newcastle where after an 
overnight stay on Tuesday they returned to 
Newry via Hilltown. The exercise was a ‘route 
march’, and was carried out by the 200 
participants on foot in its entirety. Organisers 
issued their wishes in advance that where 
possible, as men made their way between 
districts, locals should accompany them. 
 

 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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On route to Kilkeel the troops were met a 

considerable distance from the town by the Lord 

Newry Troop of Boy Scouts under Scout Master 

Harry Hanna, with the boys assuming an escort 

position in front of the march as they entered the 

town at 5pm. The weather was good, helping to 

ensure a large crowd turned out to cheer the men, 

before they made their way to their billets in 

Kilkeel National School and Mourne Lecture Hall. 

After some light refreshment the evening saw them 

being treated to a meat tea by a welcoming 

committee, including each man being presented a 

packet of cigarettes! Commander of the soldiers 

Captain Ewing thanked all present for the kind 

hospitality shown by the Kilkeel folk. 

 

The next day the RAMC left Kilkeel for Annalong 

at 1pm, again led by the local Boy Scouts who 

remained with them until they arrived at their 

destination. On route they were met by the 

Annalong Boys Brigade who swelled the ranks 

even further. Another meat tea followed in 

Annalong, where the ‘loyal inhabitants of the 

village turned out en masse and gave the military a 

right Royal welcome’.  

Just a few days after the RAMC had visited the 
Mournes a special meeting was called in Kilkeel 
Courthouse for the purpose of organising yet a 
further recruitment drive. The St Patrick’s Day 
meeting on the Wednesday sought to make 
arrangements for the entertaining of the Royal Irish 
Fusiliers in just seven days time, and to this end a committee was formed. Up until this 
date public pro-recruitment sentiments from Mourne Nationalists had rarely been 
reported on, indeed joint Unionist and Nationalist war related activity had been limited 
in general, however a further committee meeting prior to the ‘Faughs’ arrival (The Royal 
Irish Fusiliers being known as the ‘Faughs’ from their motto ‘Faugh A Ballagh’ meaning 
Clear the Road) was attended both by the Unionist Ballymageough band and the 
nationalist Kilkeel Band, who confirmed they both would escort the military in and out 
of the town. 
 

 

THE FAUGH’S IN KILKEEL 
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The next day after receiving an enthusiastic reception as they 

marched through Kilkeel, a public meeting was held in the square. 

The platform party included Mr Thomas Hanna, almost 80 years old, 

wearing two medals he had received for past service, the Turkish 

Medal and the Sevastopal Medal from the Crimean War. He was 

received with ringing cheers when he told the crowd if he was young enough he would 

go again to defend his country. Other prominent speakers included a Belgian Priest 

Father Timmerman, currently a refugee staying in Warrenpoint, who described the 

hardships faced in Belgium following the German invasion.  

TOM KETTLE 

Thomas Hanna 

The day’s final speaker was the already high profile 
Tom Kettle, former MP for East Tyrone, academic 
and commander in the Irish National Volunteers. 
Greeted like other speakers with cheers, when he 
rose to speak Kettle admitted his gratitude for the 
reception, but said he would rather see one recruit 
for the Irish Division than twenty cheering crowds. 
Kettle emphasised that it was the duty of all, 
Unionist and Nationalist, to enlist, and that as a 
nationalist politician he was proud to be standing on 
that platform even though it was with men whose 
politics he opposed. His final words were his hope 
that two songs would mingle on the German 
Battlefields, and that if the Orangemen would sing 

‘God Save 
Ireland’, he 
would do his best to learn ‘The Boyne Water’. 
Laughter and cheers finished what was deemed 
to be a very successful gathering. 
 
Kettle would make a second visit to Kilkeel in 
late May, this time with the Connaught 
Rangers. In an undoubted attempt to recruit 
more local Irish Nationalists, Kettle’s tone was 
much less convivial than his last stopover. He 
told the assembled crowd in Kilkeel that he 
would put on the walls of the Market Square a 
picture of a Belgian child with his hands cut off, 
and Belgian woman with her breast’s lacerated, 
and underneath he would inscribe the following 
message from the men of Mourne, ‘I wouldn’t 
leave my little wooden hut for you’.  

Kettle addressing 
a recruiting rally in Drogheda 
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THE MOURNE ‘SLACKERS’ 

At the close of the Connaught Rangers 
rally not one man had entered the 
recruiting office. This rally had come just 
a few weeks after a very public reminder 
that despite the news items, the rallies and 
the fundraisers; recruitment in the area 

was still not up to the standards expected by some. The occasion of a speech of Newry 
solicitor Mr William Johnson at an ordination dinner for Presbyterian minister Rev 
Martin, otherwise an unremarkable occurrence, was covered in length in the Newry 
Telegraph under the headline ‘Slackness of Recruiting in Mourne’. 

In his address Johnson told all present that he came 
to Kilkeel that day to speak on one particular 
question because he felt it was incumbent upon him. 
As a County Down Man he had a great admiration 
for the Kingdom of Mourne, but that for the sake of 
the Mourne people he was sorry to say that 
recruiting had been particularly bad in their County 
Districts. The farmers of Mourne, he said, should 
remove the stigma that has fallen on the good name 
of their district; fathers should cheerfully give their 
sons to fight for the protection of their Country. 
Johnson made it very clear that he believed that the 
‘three ‘G’s’ were the reason for the lack of 
recruitment in the Mourne farming class- gain, gold 
and greed; and told local clergymen that it was their 
duty to guide their parishioners into the paths that 
will terminate the ongoing war. 

PRIVATE HERBERT MARMION 

The call to slackers of course did not stop the war 
progressing. Private Herbert Marmion, known as 
Bert, was reported (inaccurately) in the local press 
to be the second Kilkeel man to give his life at the 
front. He had been employed in Kilkeel for 
McBirney and Co. The Medical Hall, before 
heading to London were he was for a short time 
employed in the printing business. He enlisted 
into the 8th battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London Regiment) and was only at the front a 
very short time when he was killed in action on 
the 9th August 1915. He was said to be a quiet, 
unassuming young chap, and highly respected in 
his native town. Herbert Marmion was 18. 

William Johnson 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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THE FAUGHS RETURN 

SONS OF MOURNE 

In August 1915 the marching bands of 2nd and 
8th Battalion of the Royal Irish Fusiliers 
returned to the Mournes on a recruiting drive, 
this time making route marches into different 
districts on successive evenings. A sports event 
for Kilkeel children in connection with the 
Fusiliers visit proved particularly successful. 
One ‘eye-witness’ went as far as marking the 
entire occasion in a 26 stanza poem based on 
the letters of the alphabet. Alongside some 
factual reporting of the recruiting drive (that it 
had garnered eight recruits), it also included the 
immortal lines ‘Kilkeel, in the Kingdom of 
Mourne stands for K, ‘Tis noted for kindness 
and kippers they say’!  

Many Mourne natives who had emigrated 
over past years to Canada were among the 
first to enlist in Kitchener’s New Army, and 
on occasion the war ironically brought those 
natives back to their place of birth if only for 
a short time. Corporal George Ballance, son 
of William Ballance of Harbour Road, had 
moved to Canada some time previously, but 
on enlistment in the Canadian Forces found 
himself on the Western Front. In June 1915 
he was wounded at Ypres, and after being in a 
hospital in France for some time, was 
returned to England to a convalescent home. 
Before returning to the front he was 
permitted a week’s leave in Kilkeel to see his 
family. As was a common occurrence in the 
Great War, George’s younger brother 
Thomas had also enlisted into the Services, 
although he did so as a Kilkeel Ulster 
Volunteer in the 13th Battalion Royal Irish 
Rifles. Lance Corporal Thomas Balance 
tragically would later become one of the many 
thousands who would lose their lives on what 
would come to be an iconic day in the history 
of the War.  
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THE ‘1ST’... 

Like the rest of Ulster, the one date that would have the biggest 
impact on the Mournes was 1st July 1916. On that tragic day seven 
Mourne men made the ultimate sacrifice, with at least three of the 
seven having been members of the Ulster Volunteer Force. Six 
had made their way into the ranks of Kitchener’s New Army 
Battalions set aside for the Ulster men in the 36th Ulster Division. 
Rifleman Thomas Balance, Rifleman Hugh Campbell, Rifleman 
William Teggerty, Rifleman William Hunter and Rifleman Peter 
Rooney all served with the 13th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles 
(County Down Volunteers).  

Lieutenant Corporal Robert Purdy 
served with the 11th Battalion Royal 
Irish Rifles (South Antrim Volunteers), and like many of 
the casualties was a faithful member of the thriving Mourne 
Loyal Orders. Seven months previously Robert had written 
home thanking his Royal Black Preceptory for a comfort 
parcel, together with 
other asides. Alongside 
asking his brother Willie 
‘are you doing anything 
in the women line… but 
I suppose you wouldn’t 
do that’, Roberts sole 
remark on his service 
was that the weather was 
very wet. 

In the aftermath of the Battle, the colleagues of 
those lost would reflect on the terrible series of 
events that unfolded. One particularly poignant 
reflection was a collaboration between Sergeant 
Sterrit, Sergeant McCrum and Sergeant McKnight of 
the 13th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. Colour Sergeant 
William Thomas McKnight at 36 years of age was a 
relatively mature soldier in D Company of the 13th 
Battalion, that company where most Mourne 
Volunteers had served, and in all likelihood would 
have known all those who perished within his 
Battalion that fateful day. The verses that he and his fellow officers composed were 
without doubt deeply heart felt. Colour Sergeant McKnight of Newry Street Kilkeel was 
killed in action at Passchendaele on the 16th August 1917, but his words survived….. 
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IN MEMORY OF ULSTER’S HEROES 

Come all you noted warriors where ever that you be 
And give your kind attention and listen unto me 
While I relate the Glorious Charge with honour I will try 
It was done by Ulster’s Loyal Sons on the first day of July 

The shot and shell screamed o’er the dell the woodland rang with sound 
With courage strong they did march on across the blood stained ground 
Where foemen lay in thousands awaiting the attack 
Concealed from view in dug-out deep their treacherous plans they wrought 

Twas on the 24th of June our guns commenced to play 
For six long days and nights they boomed in Battles wild array 
Our men stood out like lions stout their thoughts they raised on high 
To cheer them on to Victory No Surrender was their cry 

Two Brigades they took the front it a glorious sight 
Reinforced by the Brigade of Belfast Boys whose courage well was tried 
They got the signal to advance they willingly obeyed 
The Huns they tried to stop them but they were soon dismayed 

But on they charged though many fell until they reached their goal 
They gave the Huns to understand there was a marrow in their bone 
They made them cry for mercy and also rue the day 
They tried to conquer Europe and make old Britain slaves 

The best troops of their army from Verdun they were drawn 
To hold the line at any cost against our wall of steel 
But Oh alas they were deceived when we did on them fall 
And took six hundred prisoners and nobly held the field 

The battle being over next day was fair and bright 
We got relieved by comrades who with us did unite 
To raise our hearts to God above who brought us through the fray 
To hoist the flag of freedom whose honour lasts for age 

Our General did address us and unto us did say 
I’m proud of you my Ulster Boys you have nobly won the day 
Your names in history will be read by ages yet unborn 
Of the deeds you’ve done and victory won on July the 1st Amen 

And now the end these simple lines that I have now penned down 
Do not mourn for Heroes gone who answered duty’s call 
Drink to their Glorious memory and pride in what they have done 
On the banks of the River Ancre in the Valley of the Somme  

“Written and Composed In the ‘Harrier’s ‘dugout Sgt S 
McCrum, Sgt WT McKnight  and Sgt J.S Sterrit. The 
remnants of  ‘D Coy’ 13th Batt. Royal Irish Rifles.” 
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HAYDEN FLOYD 

In the aftermath of the opening salvo of the 
Battle of the Somme the deaths had continued. 
On the 18th of July 1916 the Newry newspapers 
reported that the son of Dr and Mrs Floyd, 
Second Lieutenant Hayden Floyd who had less 
than two years previously played a prominent 
part in a drama skit for a fundraiser for soldiers, 
had been reported missing since the 9th of the 
month. The only son of Dr Ferguson Floyd, 
Greencastle Street; William Hayden Floyd 
enlisted into the forces on 19th October 1914 in 
Belfast. A mechanic by trade, not surprisingly he 
sought service with the Royal Engineers, where 
using his own motorcycle he became a despatch 
rider. His interest and ability surrounding what 
was then cutting-edge technology was 
undoubtedly instrumental in his receipt of a 
commission in the Royal Flying Corps in March 

1916. 

On the 9th of July Floyd boarded an aircraft as a 
gunner sent on an offensive patrol over enemy lines, 
and there it engaged in a ‘dog fight’ with a Fokker 
plane. He received serious injuries in both head and 
leg before his damaged aircraft crashed behind 
German lines near Bapaume not far from Beaumont-
Hamel. Hayden Floyd was taken to a field hospital 
and died on the 11th July. The pilot, who had been 
uninjured, said that after being hit Floyd had simply 
asked him for a cigarette and handed him a piece of 
chocolate. He gave his thoughts on the death of the 
gunner as ‘His loss is a great blow to me, he was the 
best of fellows’. William Hayden Floyd was buried by 
the enemy. He was just 20 years of age. 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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THE WAR AT SEA 

ABLE SEAMAN JAMES KELSO 

U-BOATS 

Unsurprisingly given that the Mournes nestled the coast, for time immemorial it had 
always had a profound connection with naval military service. A connection that 
continued during the Great War with considerable numbers enlisting to serve in the 
Royal Navy. It was service not without cost, and in the period from September 1914 to 
May 1915 alone no less than five men would die in that duty.  

Their number included Able Seaman James Kelso. Born at Glassdrummond, Annalong, 
in 1893, James had grown up with the boats of 
the Mourne coast, and undoubtedly influenced 
by both that and his father’s service in the 
Navy, he enlisted into the Royal Navy in 
March 1911. Upon the outbreak of the Great 
War James found himself in service on the 
HMS Goliath. On the 13th of May 1915, the 
HMS Goliath was sunk during the Dardanelles 
campaign. James lost his life alongside 570 
other of the ships 700 crewmen. His memory 
is marked on the Plymouth Naval Memorial 
and in Kilhorne Parish Church Annalong.  

That there was a strong fishing 

tradition among the families of Kilkeel, 

Annalong and Ballymartin also would 

come as no surprise, and it ironically 

was that industry that perhaps most 

brought the physical events of the War 

to the Mournes. The first incident was 

in June 1915 when the Schooner 

‘Edith’ was sank by a submarine on the 

Cork Coast in disputed circumstances.  

The schooner crew claimed in the 

aftermath that the submarine was flying 

the Union Jack. The crew, Thomas 

Doyle, James Cunningham and 

Thomas MacDonald were all from 

Kilkeel, and all three survived 

uninjured. 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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In May 1917 another commercial vessel 
was sunk, this time the ‘Earnest’. It had 
been transporting coal to Dublin, when a 
German U-Boat surfaced and ordered all 
aboard to abandon the ship. In remarkable, 
but quite common, courtesy, the German 
U-boat captain apologised to ‘Earnest’ 
Captain James Ferguson for sinking his 
vessel! 
 
The most astounding incident however was 
that of 30th May 1918, when a flotilla of no 
less than nine fishing boats were scuttled 
by German forces on board 
U-boat the UB64. After surfacing in the 
midst of the fleet, the crews of all nine 
ships were ordered via loud hailer to 
immediately abandon them and head to 
shore via their punts. One boat had no 
punt, with the crew of the ‘Never Can Tell’ 
having to spend over an hour on the 
German submarine before being able to 
transfer onto another ship. In their short 
‘visit’, the crew were invited to share both 
cigarettes and gin with German soldiers! 
The Mourne boats destroyed were the 
‘Never Can Tell’, the ‘Sparkling Wave’, the 
‘Lloyd’, the ‘Cyprus’, the ‘Jane Gordon’, 
the ‘Honey Bee’ and the ‘Marianne McCrum’. 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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HEROES 

The heroism of the Mourne contingents during the Great 
War was acknowledged with the awarding of many honours, 
but there is of course one military honour that trumps all 
others in terms of actions on the Battlefield, the Victoria 
Cross. The Mournes is one of the relatively few places that 
can boast of a son who was deserving of the distinguished 
medal. 
 
Born in Kilkeel in 1887 near the area known as ‘Hanna’s 
Close’, while still a young man Robert Hill Hanna emigrated 
to the far off land of Canada in search of a better life. It was 
there shortly after the outbreak of war, November 1914, he 
left the work he enjoyed in the logging industry and enlisted 
into the Canadian Expeditionary Forces. He rose through the 
ranks quickly to the level of Colour Sergeant-Major, and it 
was at that rank Hanna was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

 
After receiving his Victoria Cross from the Queen, Robert Hanna returned to his native 
Kilkeel for a visit. Whilst there a parade then public meeting was held, with over 3,000 
people applauding Robert in the Square. He was presented with several gifts from local 
people and institution’s, the Rev. Alfred Eadie praising the immense honour and 
distinction he had brought to the Kingdom of Mourne. 
 
The citation for the event Hanna received the accolade appeared in the London Gazette 
on 8th November 1917:- 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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ULSTER WOMEN 

ARMISTICE AND CELEBRATION 

Often overlooked is the part women 
played in the Great War, not just on the 
home-front as fundraisers and war 
workers, but much closer to the front 
lines. Nurse Margaret Anderson typifies 
the enthusiasm and the dedication of 
Mourne women towards The Great 
War. A qualified nurse, she joined the 
Queen Alexandra’s Military Nursing 
reserve (QA’s’) in 1916, in whose 
service she was awarded the Military 
Red Cross. The Military Red Cross was 
the highest award issued to a woman 
during the War. A mark of her 
commitment was that despite her age, 
fifty eight, at the outbreak of the 
Second World War she re-joined the 
nursing reserve.  

Even though the war ended on 
11th November 1918, and was 
greeted with profound relief in 
the Mournes at that time, it took 
many months for the numerous 
troops to demobilise and return 
home. Given this no large scale 
official Peace celebration took 
place in the wider district until 
well into 1919. On that occasion, 
14th August, Kilkeel Town saw a 
very enthusiastic parade and rally 
for those who had served. Just a 
week later, 21st August, Mourne 
Park was the chosen venue for a 
further ‘Peace celebrations and 
tennis tournament’. That 
Thursday’s proceedings were said 
to be the gift of the Countess of 

Kilmorey, her son and daughter, Major the Rt. Hon. The Earl of Kilmorey, and the 
Countess of Jersey; and were held for the ex-service men and nurses, war workers of the 
town and district, the employees of Mourne Park, and a contingent of 40 men of the 
Norfolk Regiment who were stationed in Newry.  

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 
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SERVICEMEN, WOMEN AND WAR WORKERS ACKNOWLEDGED 

The ex-service men, nurses and war workers 
all gathered in The Square Kilkeel, where 
they then paraded accompanied by Kilkeel 
Flute Band to the ‘Hallows’. Lady Kilmorey 
as President of the South Down Voluntary 
Aid Detachment and a Commandant of the 
local detachment, having a place at the head 
of the procession. At the Hallows they 
boarded charabancs to convey them to 
Mourne Park where a tennis tournament 
took place alongside a sports event, featuring 
such races as the Wounded Soldiers and 
Sailors Race, the Nurses Egg and Spoon 

Race, an all-female Tug of War, and the Apple and Bucket Race! A long list of prizes 
was awarded to all those successful in the competitions.  

A MEDAL FOR MOURNE? 

In December 1919 a meeting regarding a more unique occurrence 
took place. Again with the Countess of Kilmorey taking a prominent 
role, an assembly was held in Kilkeel Courthouse for the purpose of 
choosing the wording and design of a medal to be distributed to all 
the soldiers and sailors of the district who had served in the Great 
War. No doubt due to the influence of the Countess it was also agreed 

to include any local 
women who had been ‘in 
the war zone during 
hostilities’. The final text 
for the medal decided 
upon was ‘Kingdom of 
Mourne, presented for 
voluntary service, Great 
War, 1914-1918’, 
underscored by the name 
of the recipient. 
 
The meeting was told that 
the medal would only 
cover Kilkeel and the 
immediate district because 
Ballymartin and Annalong 
were looking after their 
own medal, and that the 
estimated number of  
recipients would be 140.  

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 

Countess of Kilmorey 
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SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED 

The Countess passed away in April 1920, and with 
her passing so too appeared to pass any urgency in 
the final production and presentation of the 

Mourne Great War medal. The plan 
eventually did reach a conclusion on 
Friday 30th December 1921, when a 
packed Kilkeel Courthouse hosted 
an event to distribute the newly 
minted medals. A lavish supper was 
served to all those present by the 
ladies committee of the Kilkeel 
Women’s Orange Lodge, before the 
Chairman of the Presentation 
committee opened proceedings. 
 
The meeting revealed it had identified some 200 natives of the Mourne 
District who had enlisted, with the figure of 36 of their number who had 
made the supreme sacrifice. Next of kin of all 36 were present and 
received medals on their behalf, before Miss Marshall presented the 
remainder. The speeches that followed included the acknowledgement 
that ‘the function would have taken place long ago only for the lamented 
death of the Right Hon. The Countess of Kilmorey, as her ladyship was 
the leading spirt in the movement, and indeed her presence much 
missed. Her kindly disposition is still revered in the district.’ 

The Hon. Secretary of the war medal 

committee Mr R. Cowser alongside two local 

jewellers Mr R. Ferguson and Mr G. Graham, 

were chosen to work together to source and 

supply the medals. The Countess also took the 

opportunity to declare that Lord Kilmorey 

was delighted to identify himself with all of 

the other soldiers and sailors, and he would be 

pleased to receive a medal.  
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REMEMBRANCE 

Those that had served now had a lasting reminder of their service directly related to the 
homes and area they believed they were defending by enlisting, and a symbol showing 
that their service had been valued. The memories and experiences of the War became 
etched immediately into the psyche of the Mourne people. In July 1920 an interesting 
event took place that revealed just to what extent. On the night of the 1st of July, the 
Kilkeel District Orangemen paraded the town before taking the opportunity to unveil 
the new banner for Ballinran Loyal Orange Lodge. One side of the new Ballinran 

banner, just four years to the day since 
the tragic events it depicted, showed a 
scene from the Battle of the Somme. 
 
In 1923 a War Memorial was 
erected at Mourne Presbyterian 
Church to honour all those who had 
served.  Other memorial tablets too 
were erected in Churches and 
buildings across the Mournes. The 
nature of the Great War however in 
terms of the lack of definitive records, 
the many who enlisted after they had 
moved away from their homes and 
townlands of their birth, and the 
reluctance of many who returned to 
talk about their experiences, has left a 
large gap when we seek to work out 
just how many men, and indeed 
women, participated. In terms of 
casualties it is known that at least 68 
Mourne born men lost their lives on 
the many fields of battle during the 
Great War. 

An interesting fact from the Great 
War is that of every nine men who 
enlisted, one would lose their life. 
 
With this in mind, it is very safe to 
assume that as many as 600 Mourne 
born played their part in the ‘War to 
end all Wars’. 

MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 

LEST WE FORGET 
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MOURNE AND THE GREAT WAR 

Pupils from Kilkeel High 
School under the guidance of 
History Teacher, Mrs. 
Heather Annett, worked 
closely with the Schomberg 
Festival Committee to 
gather research and archive 
material for the production 
of this booklet.  As part of 
this research the pupils 
visited local World War One 
Memorials, churches, 
graveyards and the Nautilus 
Centre, Kilkeel. There they 
received guided tours, 
informative talks and 
workshops from local 
historians, all of which 
assisted them greatly in 
identifying and collating 
relevant information 
contributing towards the 
creation of this ‘Mourne 
and The Great War’ booklet. 

KILKEEL HIGH SCHOOL ASSIST WITH RESEARCH! 

The pupils of Kilkeel High School pictured at Mourne Presbyterian Church 
alongside James Donaldson and Roberta Heaney of the Schomberg Festival 

Committee, and historian Kingsley Donaldson 

The first visit for the pupils was Mourne 
Presbyterian Church Cenotaph, which includes the 
names of Mourne Presbyterian Church 
congregation who served during The Great War. 

The pupils 
examined this Roll of Honour in Christ 
Church, Kilkeel for inclusion in the research for the booklet. 
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The Great War had a monumental impact on the world. It 
delivered death and destruction on a scale never before 
seen, and its effects were felt well beyond the battlefields. 
The Great War had an impact on every part of life - the 
political, the economic and the social. ‘Mourne and the 
Great War’ looks at the outbreak of War and how it was 
received in Mourne. How its people reacted to War, and  
the part its people played on its many different stages. 

‘Take up our quarrel with the foe 

 To you from failing hands we throw 

 The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

 If ye break faith with us who die 

 We shall not sleep, 

 though poppies grow 

 In Flanders fields.’ 


